
 

Parts Review 

Ricochet MC Engine Skidplates 

 

by Mark Misek 

Two of the most important, expensive and vulnerable parts of a dirtbike are 
the lower frame rails and the engine cases.  With this in mind, a common 
upgrade to many bikes is an engine/lower frame rail skidplate.  I chose to 
install Ricochet Offroad Armor skidplates on my personal 2003 Suzuki 
RM250, and on my friend’s 2001 Honda CR250. 

While you 
may or may 
not have 
heard of 

Ricochet 
products 
before, they 
have been 

producing dirtbike skidplates since 1977, and are the current 
supplier for Moose brand skidplates.  Ricochet has a proven 

pedigree for 
reliability and 
performance.   
They stand 
behind their 
products and 
are dedicated 
to responsive 
and friendly customer 
service. 

Before installation, I inspected the products and noted that the welds were 
very smooth and solid.  The 3/16 plate thickness is 
substantial, and the patented “ears” add rigidity to the 
plates while providing protection for the waterpump and 
stator output wire.  The slotted mounting holes looked to 
provide easy installation and allow for some adjustability 

during installation. 

Each skidplate arrived with a full set of 
mounting hardware including chrome-moly 

steel brackets, Torx T40 drive screws, and 
instructions.  Installation following the 
instructions was straight forward.  The steel 
mounting brackets have threaded nuts 
welded onto them with a s elf-locking feature 
to ensure your skidplate will stay on.  

I chose  to apply anti-seize lubricant to the 
threads to ensure smooth disassembly.  I 
also chose to mount some rubber weather-
stripping tape onto the skidplate to mitigate 
any loosening effects that vibration may 
have on the hardware and keep the skidplate from vibrating against the 

The center cases and frame rails on my RM 

250 were very vulnerable without a 

skidplate. 

The “ears” really protect the fragile stator 

cover and output wire.  While the wire may 

not seem like a big deal, damage to it could 

end a good day of riding. 

Tips and Tricks:  When 

installing an aluminum 

skidplate, it is often 

beneficial to apply 

weatherstripping tape to 

the skidplate.  This will 

provide a softer interface 

with your frame rails. 
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frame.  I do this with all metal skidplate installations. 

Initial impressions from my first couple months of use are good.  I have used the skids to glide over many obstacles and no 
reportable damage has occurred.  My only complaint is that the protection for the waterpump cover can be mistaken for the 
brake pedal by an inexperienced foot, leading to a couple nervous moments.  I made a small adjustment to the positioning of 

the skidplate and have adjusted my riding style slightly to adjust 
for this with no further issues. 

Overall, I am impressed with Ricochet Offroad Armor.  The quality 
is top notch, the prices are very competive, they provide Offroad 
Armor for most popular ATVs, UTVs, Dirt Bikes, and even make a 
skidplate package for the FJ Cruiser!  To boot, all products are 
made here in the USA!  These skid plates are Dirt Worthy!!!      

Dirt Worthy  92 
 Compliments: Complaints: Score 

Fitment / 

Installation: 

Installation was straight forward, and 

positive.   

Requires specific Torx tooling for 

installation. 
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Performance: The coverage is exceptional with the 

patented “ears” design to protect the 

waterpump and stator output. 

No integrated foam included.  Brake 

side “ear” can be mistaken for the 

brake lever when riding.       
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Durability: The skidplates are 3/16 for durability and 

the welds are substantial.  The plates have 

complex bends in the proper areas to 

increase rigidity.  Anodized finish provides 

corrosion resistance . 

Non-recessed mounting hardware may 

be a disassembly issue with severe use. 
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Company 

Profile: 

A pedigree of quality products made in the 

U.S.A. since 1972.  Dedication to 

responsive and friendly customer service. 
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Price: At a retail of $72, this price very 

competitive in the market, especially for 

this level of protection 

 24/25 

Available through the Dirt Store here at www.just-add-dirt.com or call them at (866) 273-1197                            

Tell them Just-Add-Dirt.com sent you. 

 

The fit and finish of the skidplate on this 

CR250 is a testament to Ricochet’s quality 

http://www.just-add-dirt.com/

